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ally eat the flesh of Christ and drink his blood.' This indisputably confines the * spiritual3 eating to 'lively faith;' and as the. only way of taking or eating the body of Christ is a spiritual way, and those who do not eat with faith do not eat spiritually, it follows that those who do not eat with faith do not eat at all. Adopting Canon Liddon's method, we may formulate our argument thus : ' The body and blood of Christ are not and cannot be in or essentially associated with the elements before reception ; for if they were they would of necessity be received by the faithful and unfaithful alike.' *
A kindred point to the doctrine of the Real Presence in the elements is that of the sacrifice offered by the priest in the Holy Communion. This doctrine is not touched upon in the Capel-Liddon Correspondence, but there are sufficient utterances coming from indisputable leaders and authorities among the Ritualists to show that here likewise there is a definite approach to Rome, a definite departure from the Church of England.2
It is unquestionably a doctrine held and taught by Ritualists, that a sacrifice other than that of praise and thanksgiving offered by the whole congregation is offered by the priest in the act of consecrating the bread and wine. But this is the very essence of the pre-Reformation and Romish doctrine which was repudiated and left behind by our Reformers. It matters not much what the sacrifice so offered is actually supposed to be, whether of Christ Himself or of His body (as say the Romanists and some Ritualists), or3 of Christ's supernatural Body (as other Ritualists say), or a sacrifice of Christ's presence, or, strangest of all, a sacrifice of Christ's sacrifice. These are but the accidents of the
1  See note D.
2  See note E for a few quotations from the Treasury of Devotion. 2 See note I) 8.